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I. Preface

I have been requested by the editors of Geology and Mineral Resources of the Far
East to summarize as briefly as possible, contributions to the field of geology in
Taiwan until about the period of the rehabilitation of Japanese after the war. A
number of geologists and geological engineers had worked in Taiwan from about
1895 until about 1945, when almost all the staffs of Government offices including
University faculties, and those engaged in business sailed back home. However, a
few Japanese professors remained in Taiwan to cooperate in various ways with the
new faculty members of the National University. I and my wife remained, and I
worked in the Department of Geology of the Faculty of Science until the latter
part of 1949, working with the teaching faculty members, post-graduates and
students, a few former students alumnai of mine, several graduates of Taihoku
Imperial University, beside some newly appointed professors. Moreover, it hap-
pened that a few old friends were on the administrative staff of Taiwan National
University.

The more than four and a half years as an honorary member of the National
University was really a pleasant and fortunate aspect of my life. I was even able
to do some scientific work either with the cooperation colleagues or by myself.

Our home life during our sojourn, of more than twenty years, was happy, but
the last few years were especially impressive. We are thankful for the memorable
association of friends and many others.

As mentioned at the outset, the editors wish to describe the extent of Japanese
contributions toward geological enterprises in Taiwan. It seems more plausible,
however, to describe how Japanese geologists and geological engineers laid founda-
tion stones for modern earth science.

The edifice has been under construction for some time; we have to pay attention
to it with great expectance.

What I have summed up may not include anything novel, however, I do not
apologize to anyone because all these things have been put into an old wine skin.
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